City of Abilene – Heritage Commission

CITY OF ABILENE
HERITAGE COMMISSION
MEETING AGENDA
February 20, 2020 at 4:00 p.m.
Abilene Public Library – Jordan Room
209 NW 4th Street

AGENDA ITEMS

Call to Order
Approval of the Agenda
Approval of the Meeting Minutes – December 19, 2019
Business
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Introduction of new Planning and Zoning Director
National Register Workshop – March 2 Topeka
Call for proposals for Kansas Historic Preservation Conference
Replacement Pool Windows at the City Pool
Letter Distribution to downtown Abilene historic district

Comments
Adjournment

Agenda 2 -20-2020
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CITY OF ABILENE
HERITAGE COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
December 19, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.
Abilene Public Library – Jordan Room
209 NW 4th Street

Members Present: Mary Burtzloff, Phil Hamilton (Vice-Chair), Joanne Hamilton, and Duane Schrag
(Chair) – By Phone, Nanc Scholl
Members Absent:
Staff Present: Kara Titus, Jane Foltz
Others Present: Fred
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by P. Hamilton
Approval of the Agenda
Scholl made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Burtzloff. The motion passed
unanimously. (5-0)
Approval of the Meeting Minutes – October 18, 2019
Burtzloff made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by J. Hamilton. The motion
passed unanimously. (5-0)
Business

1. State Law Review
• 321 North Spruce Street – Sign Permit
Titus reviewed the staff report.
Fred Clarified what the second sign listed on the permit was for.
There was brief discussion about the colors and style matching that of a previous sign approved by the
Heritage Commission
Scholl made a motion to approve the sign permit as it will not damage or destroy the historical
significance of the structure. The motion was seconded by Burtzloff. The motion passed unanimously.
(5-0)
2. State Law Review
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•

320 N Cedar Street – Sign Permit

Titus reviewed the staff report.
There was a brief discussion regarding the signs and how the sign will not be affixed to the building
Duane Schrag made a motion to approve the signs as they will not damage or destroy the historical
significance of the structure. The motion was seconded by J. Hamilton. The motion passed unanimously.
(5-0)
3. Certificate of Appropriateness 320 N Cedar Street – Sign Permit
Titus read the provision in Section 29-9 regarding how sign permits should be considered by the Heritage
Commission for a Certificate of Appropriateness. Titus explained that two separate motions were
necessary on this permit because the property is listed both locally and nationally and required two
different levels of approval.
Burtzloff made a motion to find that the sign permit met the standards as laid out in Section 29-9 of the
Abilene Zoning Regulations. The motion was seconded by Scholl. The motion passed unanimously. (50)
4. Administrative Review Policy
Titus discussed the need of an administrative review policy. She stated this policy is to be responsive to
customer feedback and also to help with staff resources. Schragg asked a question about the Heritage
Commission being asked whether they want to review an application before administrative review is
granted. Titus explain that is a grey area and could solicit a KOMA violation as it could be perceived that
the body is making a decision outside of a public meeting.
There was discussion about different safeguards to ensure staff doesn’t incorrectly use this policy. Titus
mentioned that staff will be held accountable by the state just like the Heritage Commission is. The same
standards for evaluation will be used for administrative review.
J. Hamilton made comments about the importance of education and outreach. There was further
discussion.
Burtzloff had a question about like -kind materials and windows and doors falling under that category.
Titus explain that she understands the Heritage Commission cares to review window replacements and
would respect that when those applications came before the city. Titus also explained that this is the
Heritage Commission’s policy which means they can amend or appeal it if they believe it is being
misused. She also explained it will be important for the Heritage Commission to give staff guidance on
how to interpret and use this policy.
Schrag made the comment that he appreciated present staff and agreed that the policy would be useful.
Schrag made a motion to adopt the Administrative Review Policy for State Law Reviews. Burtzloff
Seconded the motion. The Motion passed unanimously (5-0)
Scholl made a comment that she believes staff will er on the side of heritage commission review.
5. Outreach letter to Property Owners
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Titus explained some changes she made to the letter for clarity purposes. She mentioned she has been
working on some different materials for the website and to have printed at city hall. Titus said she would
get a list of property owners.
It was decided to include all historic districts and not just the downtown historic district.
Members would like to sign the letters at their January meeting.
Adjournment.
Scholl made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Burtzloff. The motion
passed unanimously (5-0) and the meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m.

Attest:

Minutes Approved,

_____________________________
Kara Titus
Assistant to the City Manager

___________________________
Duane Schrag, Chair
Phil Hamilton, Vice-Chair
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