
 

 

 

 

 

  

       City of Abilene, Kansas 

       FY 2011 Citizen Report 

 

 

Vision 

 

Abilene will be a thriving 

community, open to change and 

boasting a quality of life 

reminiscent of "HOMETOWN, 

USA." 

 

Mission 

 

Building for the future in 

partnership with public, private, 

and business sectors, Abilene 

will provide for the health, safety 

and well-being of its citizens, by 

maintaining essential services, 

preserving public resources, and 

improving quality of life. 

 

 
 
 

Strategic Priorities 

 

 Strive to maintain current 

service delivery and existing 

community assets rather 

than allocate resources for 

new programs, initiatives or 

projects. 

 

 Seek partnerships with 

outside agencies and 

organizations to facilitate 

prudent use of taxpayer 

dollars and to promote 

economies of scale and 

unrealized efficiencies. 

 

 Review its revenue sources 

and consider changes that 

will allow the maintenance 

of service levels and provide 

for investment in capital 

projects that address existing 

infrastructure needs. 

 

 Actively engage its 

appointed boards and 

commissions so as to 

provide guidance and 

direction and to establish 

dialogue that will enable 

progress on City goals. 

 

 Critically review resource 

requests to determine if 

requests are areas that local 

government should be 

involved with providing or 

supporting or if the free 

market provides a better 

means of providing or 

supporting such requests. 

 

Major Issues/Challenges 

 

 Economic Development 

 Infrastructure 

 Fiscal Constraints 

 Water 

 

Year Highlights and Accomplishments  

 Approval of Charter Ordinance 21 by the Abilene 

electorate allowing the Public Building Commission 

to finance up to $18 million for eligible hospital 

projects.  

 

 Affirmation by Standard and Poor’s of the City’s 

credit rating of “A+, stable.” 

 

 Issuance of $2.2 million of G.O. Bonds to finance 

E. First Street Project and authorization to 

commence preliminary engineering of project with 

Schwab-Eaton, P.A.  

 

 Issuance of about $17.8 million of PBC Revenue 

Bonds to finance portion of Memorial Health 

System, Inc. hospital renovation project. 

 

 KDOT KLINK Project, Phase I and II completed on 

Buckeye Avenue from SW 5
th

 Street to NE 8
th

 

Street at a cost of $391,734; the City’s share for this 

project was $139,310.  

 

 Brenda Finn Bowers, Angela Casteel and John Ray 

elected to serve on City Commission. David Dillner 

appointed to serve as City Manager and Tim 

Hamilton appointed to serve as Community 

Development Director. 

 

 June 1, 2011 Hail Storm caused millions of dollars 

in damage throughout community. 

 

 Commencement of $950,276 Airport Taxiway 

Project at Abilene Municipal Airport; the City’s 

share for the project is $86,797. 

 

 Approved a Lease Agreement with the Kansas State 

University Parachute Club making the Abilene 

Municipal Airport home to the club. 

 

 Commencement of $300,000 of HOME 

Rehabilitation Projects providing weatherization 

and repair to several homes throughout the 

community. The City’s share for this program was 

$68,000. 

 

 Expansion of the Neighborhood Revitalization 

Program making an additional 1,408 new parcels 

eligible for the program’s property tax incentives.  

Year-End Cash Balances 

Unaudited 

(as of Dec 31, 2011) 

 
General  $3,997,601 

Water  $153,373 

Sewer $1,931,460 

Airport $44,850 

Recycling $343,618 

Tourism $3,703 

Recreation  $131,351 

Stormwater $539,719 

Capital  $424,411 

Special Recreation $40,577 

Special Street $135,685 

Equipment Reserve $151,505 

Community Center $153,589 

Library/Pool $246,820 

Fire Apparatus $61,670 

Water Equipment $492,122 

Sewer Equipment $228,366 

 

Investments and Indebtedness 

Investment Income 

2011:  $61,134; 2010:  $75,399 

 

Rate of Return (average) 

2011:  0.73%; 2010:  0.96% 

 

Bond Rating 

A+, Stable (Standard & Poor’s) 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select Operational Statistics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Highlights and Accomplishments (cont.) 

 Commencement of public-private partnership with Scott Dawson for the development 

of three duplex units on an empty parcel located northwest of the Senior Center. The 

partnership also allowed for several improvements to be made at the Senior Center. 

 

 Reauthorization of partnership with Dickinson County to commence Dickinson 

County Drug Task Force operations. 

 

 Partnered with Dickinson County on fuel purchases. 

 

 Approved updates to existing franchise agreements with Kansas Gas Service and 

Westar Energy. 

 

 Commencement of Rose Garden Project in Eisenhower Park. 

 

 Approval of partnership with Dickinson County K-State Extension Office in 

providing a community garden in Eisenhower Park. 

 

 Approval of decorative signage to emphasize designation of Buckeye Avenue as the 

Eisenhower Memorial Highway. 

Cash Flow 
(as of Dec 31, 2011) 

 

General Fund  

Revenue $6,636,596 

Expenditures $5,421,407 

  

Water Fund  

Revenue $1,552,249 

   User Fees $1,479,656 

Expenditures $1,645,342 

  

Sewer Fund  

Revenue $1,459,897 

   User Fees $1,300,786 

Expenditures $1,417,147 

 
Municipal Debt 

Total Debt $59,306,740 

G.O. Debt $16,525,837 

PBC Debt $17,776,000 

Revolving Loans $8,303,460 

 
% of Statutory Debt Limit:  46% 

Average Interest Rate:  3.51% 

GENERAL 2011 2010 

Assessed Valuation $52,531,105 $51,851,481 

Sales Tax Receipts $1,211,990 $1,203,311 

Total Debt per Capita $8,666 $3,021 

Total Grant Funds $1,121,751 $419,638 

TOURISM   

Tourist Visits (est.) 255,245 242,196 

Civic Center Rentals 96 104 

Overnight Visits (est.) 45,167 46,712 

Marketing per Visitor $0.32 $0.31 

Advertisements 27 27 

Billboards 9 9 

DEVELOPMENT   

Building Permits 118 78 

Building Permit Value $2,036,827 $2,245,045 

Code Enforcement Citations 3 NA 

Rezoning Approvals 2 0 

HOME Rehab Projects 2 12 

POLICE   

Police Citations Issued 1,429 1,043 

Reported Violent Crimes 118 135 

Reported Property Crimes 417 543 

Clearance Rate 78% 46% 

Saturation Patrols 4 0 

Response Time (min) 3.28 3.83 

FIRE   

Fire Events 43 27 

Fire Event Loss Value (est.) $522,250 $272,850 

Assisted Medical Calls 538 455 
 

COMING SOON! The City of Abilene will soon roll out a performance 

indicator website to provide citizens with data on the City’s performance. Have 

data you would like to see reported on? Contact David Dillner, City Manager 
by email at citymgr@abilenecityhall.com. 

 

WATER 2011 2010 

Water Sold 325.8 MGY 334.9 MGY 

Water Production Cost $3.38 $3.46 

Annual Debt per Acct $179 $172 

Water Loss Rate 14% 19% 

Water Mains Replaced 960 ft 1,140 ft 

Water Main Breaks 28 14 

Water Meters Replaced 114 113 

WASTEWATER   

Wastewater Treated  199.8 MGY 234.5 MGY 

Treatment Cost $4.11 $3.30 

Annual Debt per Acct $205 $204 

Manholes Rehabbed 15 10 

Sewer Mains Cleaned 190,000 ft 79,820 ft 

Sewer Main Blockages 17 11 

STREETS   

% Street Miles Repaired 0.13% 0.79% 

Maintenance Cost $6,615 $4,885 

Chip Sealed Activity 6,600 ft 9,240 ft 

Crack Sealing Activity 30,096 ft 13,200 ft 

Mill & Overlay Activity 5,280 ft 2,640 ft 

Street Sweeping 992 hrs 684 hrs 

RECYCLING   

Recycled Materials 352 tons 436 tons 

Compost (est.) 300 tons 400 tons 

PARKS AND REC   

Program Participation 131,068 134,791 

Swimming Pool Usage 30,056 31,941 

Public Transit Riders 13,739 12,406 
 
NOTE:  Water production and wastewater treatment costs per 1,000 gallons. 

Street maintenance costs are figured per mile. 


