
Proposed Sales Tax
● 20-year, 0.5% general sales tax to provide a dedicated funding 

source for debt service to be issued for public facilities.

● Could be used to fund general government operations only if 
excess revenue is generated beyond what is required to pay debt 
service. Sales tax sunsets after twenty years.

● Effective in 2018 after the 0.35% sales tax for Library/Pool 
improvements sunsets.



Ballot Question
Shall the following be adopted?

Shall a retailers’ sales tax in the amount of one-half of one percent (0.50%) be levied in the City 
of Abilene, Kansas to take effect upon expiration of the City’s Sales Tax Election Ordinance 
existing 0.35% retailers’ sales tax on March 31, 2018 or as soon thereafter as such tax may be 
levied by the Kansas Department of Revenue, which date is expected to be April 1, 2018, with 
revenue from such tax used to (a) fund general governmental services provided by the City, 
which include but are not limited to, the design, acquisition, construction and equipping of 
public buildings and related facilities and purposes necessary to house city offices and the City’
s police and fire departments; and (b) pay principal and interest on obligations issued to finance 
such purposes; provided that such retailers’ sales tax shall expire on the date twenty (20) years 
after it is first levied, all pursuant to K.S.A. 12-187 et seq., as amended?



What Will It Fund?

● Estimated cost of Public Facility projects to 
be funded with proposed sales tax:

Police (new site and building):       $2.6 m
Fire (new site and building):           $2.5 m
Administration (building acquisition):     $1.0 m
Contingency:           $1.5 m
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST:      $7.6 M



Potential Scenarios
Scenario #1:  
If both City and County proposed sales 
taxes are approved:

● Current sales tax rate is 8.25%.

● County sales tax becomes effective 
in April 2014; rate changes to 8.75%.

● County sales tax becomes effective 
in April 2018; rate changes to 8.90%.

Scenario #2:  
If only City sales tax is approved:

● Current sales tax rate is 8.25%.

● City sales tax becomes effective in 
April 2018; rate changes to 8.40%.
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Benefits of Proposed Sales Tax
● Does not require a property tax increase to fund 

public facility projects.

● Does not become effective until 0.35% sales tax for 
Library/Pool improvements sunsets.

● Net increase to sales tax rate is 0.15% instead of 0.5%. 



Sales Tax Breakdown
CURRENT Sales Tax Rate:
State of Kansas:        6.15%
Dickinson County:     1.00%
City (General):           0.50%
City (Library/Pool):     0.35%
City (Local Streets):   0.25%

TOTAL:       8.25%

PROPOSED Sales Tax Rate 
(City only):
State of Kansas:          6.15%
Dickinson County:       1.00%
City (General):             0.50%
City (Local Streets):     0.25%
City (Facilities):            0.50%

TOTAL: 8.40%



When Can I Vote?
● Advanced voting for the general election begins on October 15th. Voters 

must apply at the County Election Office by October 31st to advance vote.

● The general election is scheduled for November 4th. Voters must be 
registered by October 14th to vote in the upcoming general election.

Please call 1-800-262-VOTE (8683) if you have questions about voting or 
registering to vote.


