ABILENE CITY COMMISSION - SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Building
419 N. Broadway Avenue, Abilene, Kansas

November 4, 2019 - 4:00 pm

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call:
____ Shafer ____Ostermann ____ Marshall

____ Witt ____Casteel

Public Comments and Communications
3. Persons who wish to address the City Commission may do so when called upon by the Mayor.
Old and New Business
4. Consider approval of lumber house sign.
Adjournment
5. Consideration of a motion to adjourn the November 4, 2019 special City Commission meeting.

Special City Commission meeting

Page 1 of 7

November 4, 2019

Memorandum
November 4, 2019

To: City Commission
From: Kara Titus, Assistant to the City Manager, Jennie Hiatt, Public Works Administrative Assistant
Subj: PC 19-3 – Conditional Use Permit to allow an Electronic Message Center in the C-3, General
Commercial District at 1903 N. Buckeye Avenue, Abilene, KS.
APPLICANT:
Matt Engle
Lumber House Inc. True Value
1903 N. Buckeye Avenue
Abilene, KS 67410
BACKGROUND:
The applicant is requesting a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to allow placement of an Electronic
Message Center (EMC) as part of the existing free-standing sign at 1903 N. Buckeye Avenue.
The EMC portion of the sign is 6’ wide by 10’ long and 12” deep, for a total of 60 square feet.
The zoning and land use of all neighboring properties is currently C-3, General Commercial District.
The notice of public hearing was published in the Reflector Chronicle on September 24, 2019 and by
mail as required by Section 26-102 of the Zoning Regulations.
Section 27-401 (c) of the Zoning Regulations states the following with respect to Electronic Message
Centers:
Electronic Message Centers shall be permitted in Commercial and Industrial Districts only
upon issuance of a conditional use permit in accordance with Article 26. In considering a
conditional use permit application the Planning Commission and Governing Body may
impose requirements related to size, maximum illumination (including incorporating
automatic dimmer controls), transition and hours of operation, or other conditions as
deemed necessary and appropriate by the Planning Commission and Governing Body.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approval of a conditional use permit for an electronic message center to be located
at the subject property with the following conditions:
1. The proposed electronic message center must comply with required local setbacks for signs within
Commercial, Industrial, and Public Use Districts, as provided in Section 27-604(c), which states
that required setbacks are “thirty feet from the center of the right-of-way, except that no sign shall
be located in the right-of-way, and except that advertising signs shall maintain the same setback
that is required for principal structures.”
2. The proposed electronic message center will comply with the required state setbacks for signs
located adjacent to state highway right-of-way.
3. The proposed electronic message center must comply with Section 27-401(h)
Metal Signs: Signs constructed of metal and illuminated by any means requiring internal
wiring or electrically wired accessory fixtures attached to a metal sign shall maintain a
free clearance to grade of nine (9) feet. Accessory lighting fixtures attached to a nonmetal frame sign shall also maintain a clearance of nine (9) feet to grade. No metal ground
sign shall be located within eight (8) feet vertically and four (4) feet horizontally of electric
wires or conductors in free air carrying more than 48 volts, whether such wires or
conductors are insulated or otherwise protected. All such signs shall conform with the
City’s adopted Electrical Code.
4. Only one electronic message center will be allowed on the subject property.
5. The message change shall occur no less than fifteen seconds.
6. A dimming device or means of glare reduction must be installed and implemented after sundown.
ACTION:
On October 15, 2019 the Planning Commission voted 4-0 to approve the CUP with the findings and
conditions as stated by staff.
The City Commission may vote to accept the Planning Commission’s recommendation of approval or
disapprove of the recommendation and send the item back to the Planning Commission with direction
for reevaluation.
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